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QUARTERLY STOCK REPORTS 


Census Bureau Issues Figures on Supplies of 
Selected Canned Foods on October 1 


Stocks of two canned vegetables (corn and beans) and of 
salmon in the hands of both canners and distributors were 
smaller on October 1, 1940, than on October 1, 1939, accord- 
ing to the quarterly canned food stock report prepared by 
the Bureau of the Census in cooperation with the National 
Canners Association and the Association of Pacific Fisheries. 


Stocks of peas and pears were up, however, for both 
canners and distributors. The number of cases of tomatoes 
in the hands of distributors was 5.1 per cent smaller, the 
quantity held by canners not being determined as of this date. 

In terms of number of cases, all sizes combined, canners’ 
stocks of salmon were down more sharply (33.9 per cent) than 
were distributors’ (7.1 per cent). In the July 1 report, both 
were under July 1, 1939, by approximately 25 per cent. The 
number of cases of Alaska reds was most reduced from a 
year ago, canners’ stocks falling 69.2 per cent and dis- 
tributors’ stocks 2.1 per cent. Distributors’ stocks of tuna 
were up (5.3 per cent) from last year. Pinks fell only in 
the hands of distributors, and “other” salmon stocks in- 
creased for both types of holders. The number of cases in 
stock of imported sardines continued to reflect the war 
situation by decreasing 14 per cent from a year ago. The 
decrease in Maine sardines about offset the increase in 
California sardines, 

The following table summarizes the data on canners’ and 
distributors’ stocks on October 1, 1940, compared with stocks 
three months ago and a year ago in terms of number of cases 
of all sizes combined: 
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Vegetables.—-Stocks of canned peas, according to dis- 
tributors cooperating in this survey, were 4.4 per cent greater 
than on October 1, 1939. This increase follows the 4.6 per 
cent gain reported between October 1, 1938, and October 1, 
1939, During 1939 their stocks were, in general, higher than 
in 1938. Canners showed an increase of 16.8 per cent in 
the number of cases since October 1, 1939. October 1939 
had been 28 per cent under 1938, 


For each of the other two vegetables on which reports are 
available, the stocks of canners were down more sharply 
than were those of distributors. The smallest decrease, 2.8 
per cent, was in holdings of cases of corn by distributors. 
Except for distributors’ holdings of corn, distributors’ and 
canners’ stocks of corn and beans were lower a year ago 
than on October 1, 1938. The trend toward decreased stocks, 
noted last year, is thus continued this year. 


The following table shows sold and unsold stocks on 
selected dates: 


July 1, 


October 1, October 1, 
1940 1940 1939 


084 441 
Green and wax beans 565, 
CANNERS: 
Corn 439, O41, 8, 
Green and wax beans 2,014,401¢ 
Old stocks only. 


Peaches and pears.-—Distributors’ stocks of canned peaches 
and pears and canners’ stocks of pears were higher on October 
1, 1940, than a year earlier, although the change in dis- 
tributors’ stocks was small, less than 3 per cent. For the 

(Continued on next page) 


Investigation of All Branch Offices to Follow 
Discovery of Wage-Hour Law Violations in One 


Discovery of violations of the wage and hour law in any 
of the branch establishments of an enterprise doing business 
on a national or regional scale immediately will be followed 
by inspections of all branch establishments of the firm found 
in violation, according to instructions sent to regional offices 
last week by Col. Philip B. Fleming, administrator of the 
Wage and Hour Division. 

“When a branch office or plant of a national corporation 
is in violation, our experience shows that other branches of 
the same corporation are likely to be in violation in the 
same way.” Colonel Fleming said. “Sometimes this is be- 
cause branch managers have been given the wrong instruc- 
tions by the main office through a misunderstanding of the 
law. Sometimes we find violations in direct contradiction 
to orders given by the main office. 

“Experience shows that it is not enough for the head- 
quarters of a national firm to order its branch managers 
to obey the wage and hour law. To be safe, the management 
should follow up these instructions and see that they are 
carried out. 

“We find that some of these violations are caused by com- 
petition among branch managers to keep labor costs down. 
This tends to defeat fair labor standards just as cut-wage, 
cut-price competition tends to depress conditions in any 
highly competitive industry.” 
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1,365,857 1,010,820 1,308,750 1,233,617 
Corn eee 1,247,031 1,005 ,652 1,283,007 1,123,310 
| 
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+ 2.3 8.0 17.3 
+65.1 + 8.3 7.0 
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QUARTERLY STOCK REPORTS 
(Continued from preceding page) 


last eight consecutive quarters, canners’ stocks of peaches 
have been in smaller volume than at the same date one year 
earlier. The increase in cases of pears held by canners 
follows seven consecutive quarters in which stocks were 
reported to be lower than at the same date one year earlier. 
The rise in distributors’ stocks of pears, while less sharp, 
also marks a change from the preceding period of lower 
stocks. 

Stocks of peaches and pears in the hands of representative 
distributors and of canners on October 1, 1939 and 1940, 
and on July 1, 1940, together with percentage changes, are 
shown in the following table compiled by the Bureau of 
the Census: 


Change 
Commodity October 1, July 1, October 1, Oct. 1, 1040, from 
1040 1040 lose July 1, 1940 Oct, 1, 1990 


DisraisvtTons: Cases Cases Cases Per cent Per cent 


726 536 700 824 +35.5 + 2.4 
213,516 200 551 208, 130 + 6.5 + 2.6 


CANNER: 
Peaches..... 5,340,511 1,724,366 6.577.610 + 210.2 ~18.7 
Pears....... 2,500,331 228,387 2,087,341 +1034.2 +24.1 


Salmon, tuna, and sardines.—Statistics are shown in the 
table below of representative distributors’ stocks of canned 
salmon, tuna, and sardines. The figures are based upon 
reports from the same firms for each date: 


Change 
Oct. 1, July 1, Oct. 1, Oct, 1, 1940, from-- 
1940 1940 1930 = July 1, 1940 Oct. 1, 1030 
Cases Cases Cases Per cent Per cent 
905,801 314,123 320,248 
120,654 123,456 123,221 
120,216 130,710 145,352 
64,931 539.057 60,675 


198,255 4,110) 145,505 


Sardines, total....... 146,006 185,753 153,380 
California......... 67,401 101,576 56,700 
Maine. . $530,585 65,012 
Imported......... 27,306 33,502 41,677 


Representative data on canners’ inventories of stocks of 
unsold salmon, compiled by the Association of Pacific Fish- 
eries, are shown in the table below. The figures represent 
the combined reports of companies accounting for 98 per cent 
or more of the total pack: 


Sept. 30, June 30, Sept. 30, June 30, 

Variety 1940 1040 1030 

Salmon: Cases Cases Cases Cases 
Alaska Reds...... é 465,023 500,228 1.514.545 727,170 
40,417 636 843 76,500 
506,842 «111,100 307,000 106,058 


Total.............. 1,024,243 750,835 2,458,388 0,827 


Canners to Confer on Government Purchases 


At the request of D. C. MeKeachie, assistant coordinator 
of defense purchases in the Advisory Commission to the 
Council of National Defense, President H. F. Krimendahl 
has appointed a committee to confer with Mr. MeKeachie 
and representatives of government purchasing agencies. 

This conference, which will be held on November 11, will 
discuss various questions relating to government purchases, 
including the application of the Walsh-Healey Act, inspec- 
tion of products sold to the Army and Navy, specifications, 
and the encouragement of direct bidding by canners. 


Germans Really Appreciate Canned Food 


An Associated Press dispatch from Frankfort-on-the- 
Main, Germany, this week shows the appreciation ac- 
corded a can of meat by Germans. The occasion was 
reported as follows: 


“Twenty-five-year-old hot dogs saved the day at a 
silver wedding celebration here. 


“After all the guests had taken their seats at the 
dinner, the husband appeared with a large can. He 
opened it and dished out frankfurters, a great delicacy 
in these days of meat rationing. Then he disclosed they 
were canned a quarter century ago.” 


CURRENT CANNED FOOD INDICATORS 


Foodstuffs Division Discusses Factors Affecting 
Marketing During September 


Factors affecting the marketing of canned foods during 
September are discussed by the Foodstuffs Division of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce in a press release 
of November 7. The statement follows: 


Many of the factors affecting the marketing of canned 
foods continued in September to follow the broad pattern 
of the past several months. Stocks in canners’ hands on 
October 1 of a group of canned foods, the pack of which 
accounts for nearly two-fifths of the total canned foods pack, 
were eight per cent larger than on the same date a year ago. 

Wholesale distributors’ stocks on October 1 of a group 
of seasonally packed fruits, vegetables, and fish were 1.6 
per cent smaller than those of the same date in 1939 or in 
1938. The pack of the group of canned foods in this dis- 
tributors’ sample accounts for 30 per cent of the total canned 
food pack in the United States. 

Activity in the canning and preserving industry, as meas- 
ured by payrolls, dropped from an index of 250 in August 
to 230 in September, whereas in each of the previous five 
years payrolls had increased from August to September. 

Continued export of canned milk in September at a level 
five times that of September a year ago, and continued exports 
of canned salmon at slightly higher levels than a year ago. 
resulted in total canned food exports of 838,000 cases in that 
month, compared with 2,065,000 cases in September 1939. 

British war demands for a high protein food have created 
a new large scale canning industry in Canada which uses 
sea herring as its raw material, Prior to 1939 the pack of 
sea herring in British Columbia averaged 30,000 cases a 
year. This jumped to 418,021 cases in 1939 and is expected 
to nearly double that figure for 1940. The trade reports 
having received orders from the United Kingdom totaling 
1,500,000 cases valued at $3,500,000. 

Exports of canned sea herring from Canada rose from 
74,000 cases during the 12 months ending March 1939 to 
405.000 cases in the 12 months ending March 1940, Exports 
to England rose from none in the first period named to 
273,000 cases in the latter period. 

As a result of the suspension of licenses for Malayan 
canned pineapple on the part of the British authorities, the 
Central Board of Pineapple Packers in Malaya has restricted 
the pack of canned pineapple this year in British Malaya 
to 985.000 cases compared with its original program to pack 
1,400,000 cases. The Malayan pineapple industry has also 
been adversely affected by the recent Canadian prohibition 
against imperts of standard grade Malayan pineapple. 
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SEPTEMBER SUGAR IMPORTS 


Decrease 16.8 Per Cent Below Amount Released 
for Consumption During August 


Total amount of sugar imports for consumption during 
September, including quantities released from bonded ware- 
houses, were 16.8 per cent less than the amount released 
during August, according to Department of Commerce figures. 
Total imports released during September amounted to 682,- 
521,823 pounds, as compared with 820,761,281 pounds during 
August. 


In the table below, compiled from the reports of the 
Department of Commerce, are shown imports into the United 
States during September of raw and refined sugar, both 
dutiable and free: 


Raw 
Origin Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 
Foreign countries Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
203,808,446 66,531,283 20,700 


116,572,222 12,480,000 ......... 
Hong Kong 

203,818,346 116,577,869 70,011,350 56, 803 

U. 8. Territories: 

210,939,520 . 2,150,000 

Total receipts... .. 203 818,346 307,150,524 70,011,350 2,541,003 


The following table shows the imports of sugar by ports 
of entry. These figures include imports for direct consump- 
tion and withdrawals from bonded warehouses within the 
United States: 


Raw Refined 
Dutiable Free Dutiable Free 

Port of Entry Pounds Pounds Pounds Pounds 
New York... . 13,441,517 42,706,276 16.200,380 31,500 
Vhiladelphia. .. 01,086,620 $43,305,651 8.424.450 ...... 
Maryland..... 10,400,000 19,039,820 8.855.300 13,900 
South Carolina......... 1,000,000) ...... 
838,000 6,800 
San Franciaco.......... 7.700 8,000,000 210,000 4,008 
5,047 10,220,000 ...... 
Washington.......... 2,030,000 ...... 

203,818,346 116,577,860 79,011,350 56,803 


Unsold Stocks of Canned Salmon 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on October 31, 1940, 
amounted to 1,324,432 actual cases, as compared with 2,376,- 
931 cases on October 31, 1939, and 1,624,243 cases on Sep- 
tember 30, 1940, according to statistics compiled by the 
Association of Pacific Fisheries. , 


The 1940 figures in the table below are based on reports 
from 80 companies, and the 1939 figures are based on reports 
from 81 companies. The following table gives detailed 
figures on unsold stocks: 


Total Total 
GRADES OR VARIETIES Talls Flats Halves Oct.31, Oct. 31, 
(1 pound) (1 pound) (8 dozen) 1940 1939 
Chinooks or Kings Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
2,828 6,515 34,122 63 42,205 
2,520 2,534 21,976 27 ,030 16,516 
83 1,432 7,040 9,455 2,607 
270 674 2,540 3,493 1,105 
Puget Sound Sockeyes . 12 2.235 40,832 43,070 31,505 
7,222 68,958 337,371 1,432,361 
Cohoes, Silvers, Med 
180,572 11,626 33,085 226,183 90 
516,650 2,208 16.500 535,547 504,341 
65,163 45 3,806 69,064 163,512 
Steelheads........... 1,626 570 6,074 9,170 1,718 
ee 1,030,915 35,111 258,406 1,324,432 2,376,031 


Dr. Carl L. Alsberg, Former Administrator 
of Food and Drugs Act, Dies in California 


Dr. Carl Lucas Alsberg, director of the Giannini Founda- 
tion at Berkeley, Calif., and well-known to canners through- 
out the country because of his service in connection with food 
law administration and his contributions to research work 
relating to canning, died on October 31. 


Dr. Alsberg succeeded Dr. Harvey W. Wiley as chief of 
the Bureau of Chemistry of the United States Department 
of Agriculture soon after Dr. Wiley retired. Prior to that 
time, he was associated with the Bureau of Plant Industry. 
He served as chief of the Bureau of Chemistry from 1912 to 
1921, when he became director of the Food Research Insti- 
tute of Stanford University, after that Institute had been 
established by Herbert Hoover. Later he became director of 
the Giannini Foundation. 


During his years as chief of the Bureau of Chemistry, Dr. 
Alsberg was in charge of the administration of the Federal 
Food and Drugs Act, and it was while serving in this position 
that he came into intimate contact with the industry and its 
problems. 


Dr. Alsberg brought to his work not only a special train- 
ing in biological chemistry but also a broad background of 
technical and economic knowledge. This, combined with his 
wide and continued interest in the practical problems of the 
food industry and trade, enabled him to make numerous con- 
tributions to the progress and development of the food 
industries. 


Report of Presiding Officer at “Executive” Hearings 


The report and recommendations of the presiding officer, 
on which were based the redefinition of the terms “executive, 
administrative, professional, and outside salesman,” have 
been published by the Wage and Hour Division. 


As a foreword, this pamphlet contains a statement by 
Col. Philip B. Fleming, administrator of the Division, to the 
effect that the construction that will be placed on the new 
definitions by the Division in enforcing them will be found in 
this report and recommendations. Copies of the pamphlet 
may be obtained from the Wage and Hour Division, U. S. 
Department of Labor, Washington, D. C. 
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Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Carlot shipments of snap and lima beans, tomatoes, green 
peas, and citrus fruits were larger during the week ending 
November 2, 1940, than during the corresponding week of 
1939, Shipments of spinach and of “other” fruits competing 
with canned foods were smaller. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the 
Agricultural Marketing Service, gives detailed comparisons 
of carlot shipments on certain dates of selected vegetables 
and fruits: 


Week ending - Season total to - 
Nov. 2, Nov. 2, Oct. 26, Nov. 2, Nov. 2, 
1930 1940 1040 1939 1940 
268 ib! 210 253 

306, 271 «27,191 =20,825 

100 85 7.0238 5,045 

1 6,481 5,040 


VEGETABLES 


Domestic, competing directly. 1,037 1,688 63,121 62,104 
Imports, competing indirectly. 70 ws 726 502 


2.047 2,055 a 174,953 160,500 
0 0 167 376 
381 200 14,470 13,551 


Outlook for Winter Supplies of Truck Crops 


The outlook for winter supplies of truck crops includes 
prospects for larger storage supplies than a year earlier of 
potatoes, cabbage, carrots, and celery, but smaller supplies 
of onions and sweet potatoes, according to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. Supplementing these storage sup- 
plies are probably larger supplies of fall and winter snap 
beans, cabbage, carrots, cauliflower, kale, and spinach pro- 
duced in the South and California. 


Reports on the early 1941 crops grown in the South and 
in California indicate that the acreage of snap beans, cabbage. 
carrots, cauliflower, kale, and spinach will be increased 
slightly this season over that of a year earlier, The acreage 
of artichokes, celery, green peppers, and shallots is de- 
creased slightly. With favorable growing weather these 
acreages probably will produce generally larger supplies of 
fall and winter truck crops than were available last year. 
In the South, however, rain is needed from Louisiana east- 
ward to Florida. Conditions in Texas were benefited by 
mid-October precipitation. 


The United States asparagus acreage for 1941] is indicated 
to be slightly larger than that harvested in 1940 and is the 
largest of record. Small decreases in acreage are reported 
for California and Georgia, but important increases are indi- 
cated for several of the late States where much of the pro- 
duction is utilized for canning and freezing. 


Discovery of Egyptian Tin Deposits Reported 


Deposits of tin ore, said to be of good quality, are reported 
in Cairo to have been discovered in what is known as the 
Eastern Desert, according to the U. S. commercial attache 
at Cairo. The Egyptian Ministry of Finance admits that 
investigations have not yet determined the quantities of tin 
that could be obtained from these deposits. 


Free Merchandise Called Price Discrimination 


The delivery of free merchandise to some purchasers 
without making such free deliveries to other competitive 
purchasers, and the granting of cash discounts to some 
purchasers and not to others, are attacked as price dis- 
criminations in violation of the Robinson-Patman Act in a 
complaint recently issued by the Federal Trade Commission 
against the Republic Yeast Corporation. 


The complaint involves the sale of baker's yeast. It alleges 
that the respondent has made free delivery of large quantities 
of baker's yeast to certain of its purchasers, and that this 
free yeast reduces the cost to the favored purchasers of the 
yeast that they buy, and that other competitive purchasers 
who are not given these free deliveries and who pay the 
same basic price per pound are thus discriminated against. 
For example, the complaint points out that one customer 
purchased 247 pounds of yeast at 12 cents per pound, and 
was given 316 additional pounds of yeast free, making his 
actual cost price 5.2 cents per pound for the yeast delivered. 
At the same time other purchasers were required to pay 12 
cents per pound. This, the commission alleges, amounts to 
a discrimination in price. 


The complaint also charges that some purchasers are given 
cash discounts of 1 per cent and 2 per cent, while other pur- 
chasers who pay in the same manner and within the same 
time do not receive these discounts. This also is alleged to 
be a price discrimination in violation of the Act. 


Crabmeat Hearings Scheduled for Seattle on 
December 4 and Washington, D. C., December 11 


An item in last week's /nformation Letter erroneously stated 
that the U. S. Tariff Commission would hold hearings in 
Washington, D. C., on December 4 and 11 in conjunction with 
its investigation of the differences in the cost of production 
of imported and domestic crabmeat. These hearings will 
be held by the Commission at Seattle, Wash., on December 
4 in room 307, Post Office Building, and in Washington, D. C., 
on December 11 at the office of the Commission. 
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